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May 9, 1999

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration
5630 FishersLane, Room 1061
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Re: Docket No. 98N-1038, Irradiationin the Production, Processing and I%ndling of Food

To whom it may concerm

I am writing to requestthatthe comment period be extended past M&y 18. Food treatedwith
radiationshould be indefinitely labeled with the raduraand a statementindicating it was treated
with radiation.The absence of such a statementwould be misleading because irradiationdestroys
vitaminsand cause changes in sensory and spoilage qualitiesthat arenot obvious or expected by
the con.sumer. The public has**@ be informed.

I supportthe recommendation by the Center for Science in the Public Interestregardinglabeling
of irradiatedfoods:

“any foods, or any foods containing ingredientsthathave been treatedby irradiaticq should
be labeled with a writtenstatementon the principal display panel indicating such treatment.The
statementshould be easy to read andplaced in close proximity to the name of the food and
accompanied-by theintenMtional symbol. If the food is unpackag~ this information should be
clearly displayed on a po$ter in plain view and
adjacentto where the product is displayed for sale,”

I believe thatthe terms “treatedwith radiation” or “treatedby irradiation”should be retained.
Any phraseinvo%qgthe word “pasteurization”is misleading because pasteurizationis an
entirelydifferentprocess of rapitHw@ingand cooling.

I recognize themdura as &%rmat& regarding a material&@ of f~ processing. The
requirementfor irradiationdisolosw+bolh Mel and radura) shodd ntytexpire at any time in the
Mure. Themate&&fact of W=@% renwhw. Even if someumswnqrs become familiar with
the radura,new consumers (e.g., young people; immigrants)w+llnot &. The symbol should be
clearly understandaW atthe @ of purchase for everyone. If&ere is no label, consumers will
be misled into bdievingthe fop~has not been irradiated.

Sincerely,

i!Z76”JQ42-&
.

Bob Brister
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